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Acceptable Use of Digital Technologies Policy

Introduction

The aim of this Acceptable Use of Digital Technologies Policy is to ensure that all members of the Bray
School Project community can benefit from digital technologies in a safe, responsible, and effective
manner. Digital devices and internet access are school resources and privileges; misuse may result in
withdrawal of access or other sanctions under the school’s Code of Behaviour.

The school is committed to promoting safe and responsible use of technology, positive digital
citizenship, and age-appropriate digital literacy skills. This policy will be reviewed regularly by school
and parent representatives to ensure it reflects current best practice, technological developments, and
child protection guidance.

School Strategy

Bray School Project NS adopts a proactive and balanced approach to the use of digital technologies,
aiming to maximise learning opportunities while minimising risks. This approach is underpinned by
effective teaching, supervision, ongoing staff training, and partnership with the wider school
community.

Digital technologies are integrated into teaching and learning in a planned and structured way. Internet
use is supervised, resources are carefully selected, and access is restricted to approved platforms.
Pupils may be assigned individual devices (such as iPads) to support their learning.



A key focus is the development of pupils’ digital literacy. Pupils are explicitly taught safe and
responsible internet use, appropriate online communication, how to evaluate information, and how to
engage with emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence, in an age-appropriate way.

The school supports this approach through ongoing staff professional development and engagement
with relevant guidance and training (e.g. Webwise, Oide Technology in Education, Educate Together).
Robust technical safeguards are also in place, including restrictions on software downloads,
maintained security systems, and controlled use of external devices.

The school promotes positive digital citizenship and respectful online behaviour. Partnership with
parents and guardians is an important element of this approach, supported through communication
and engagement, including with the Parents’/Guardians’ Association (PGA).

This strategy is regularly reviewed in light of developments in technology to ensure the continued
protection of pupils’ privacy, dignity and wellbeing.

Internet Use and Online Safety

The school provides internet access to support pupils’ learning in a safe and responsible manner.
Pupils are expected to use the internet appropriately:

e Use the internet for educational purposes only.

e Do not publish personal information such as names, addresses, or phone numbers.

¢ Do not access or interfere with another person'’s files, usernames, or passwords.

e Only use copyrighted material with proper acknowledgment.

e Avoid inappropriate material and report accidental access immediately.

e Pupil internet usage may be monitored for the purposes of safeguarding, security and network
management, in line with GDPR principles

Artificial Intelligence (Al)

The school recognises the increasing presence of Al technologies and adopts a cautious approach:

e Al tools may only be used under teacher supervision.

e Pupils may not independently use Al tools without guidance.
e No personal data may be entered into Al systems.

e Staff use must comply with GDPR.

Google Workspace for Education

The school provides Google Workspace accounts to support pupils’ learning and collaboration in a safe,
secure, and educational environment. These accounts are intended solely for school-related activities
and are managed in accordance with the school’s digital safety and data protection policies. Pupils are
expected to use their accounts responsibly:

e Accounts are provided for educational purposes only.

e Communication features are disabled for safety and age-appropriate use.

e Pupils must keep their passwords secure and not share personal information.
e Parental permission will be obtained before a pupil account is created.



School Website and Online Communication

Photographs of pupils are not published on the school website or social media platforms, following the
Board of Management’s risk assessment regarding Al technologies and image-processing tools.

e Photographs may be taken for internal educational purposes only (e.g., classroom displays or
Aladdin system).

e Personal pupil information, including addresses or contact details, is never published online.

e Parents and guardians are asked not to share images of other pupils without permission.

Photography and Recording at School Events

The school has a duty to protect the privacy, dignity and safety of all pupils, including those whose
parents/guardians have requested that their child not be photographed or recorded.

For certain special events (e.g. concerts, class performances, graduation), recording of performances
may be permitted. This will be clearly communicated at the beginning of the event.

At all other times, parents/guardians are asked not to take photographs or make recordings,
particularly since some pupils do not have consent for photography or recording.

Any images or recordings taken are for personal use only and must not be shared on social media or
other online platforms.

The school reserves the right to restrict or withdraw permission for recording at any time in order to
protect pupils’ privacy and wellbeing.

Pupil Mobile Phones and Electronic Devices

e Pupils may not use personal mobile phones during the school day or on school grounds.

e Leaving a phone switched on or using it in school is considered a breach of this policy.

e The unauthorised taking of photographs, videos or audio recordings using any device is strictly
prohibited.

e Exceptions may be granted (e.g. medical needs) with prior approval.

Smart devices with internet access (e.g. smart watches or smart glasses), messaging functions, cameras
or recording capabilities are not permitted for use during the school day or on school grounds. Any
such devices brought to school must remain switched off and stored in the pupil’s school bag for the
duration of the school day and may not be used for messaging, internet access, photography, or audio
or video recording.

Staff Use of Mobile Phones

Staff are expected to maintain high standards of professional practice in their use of mobile phones
during the school day. Mobile phones should not be used during the school day, except for school-
related purposes. This may include the use of approved applications such as Aladdin or Aladdin Frame,
or other necessary school business. Any such use must not interfere with teaching, supervision, or
professional responsibilities and must be carried out in a professional and appropriate manner.



All use of mobile phones in a school context must be in line with the school’s Data Protection and Child
Safeguarding policies.

Cyberbullying and Online Behaviour

The school is committed to promoting positive, respectful and responsible online behaviour.

e Pupils are expected to behave in a respectful and responsible manner when using digital
technologies, both within and outside of school where such behaviour impacts on the school
community.

¢ Cyberbullying, including the sending or sharing of hurtful, threatening or inappropriate
messages, images or content, is not tolerated.

e Any behaviour which negatively affects another pupil or member of the school community may
be addressed under the school’s Code of Behaviour and Bi Cinealta procedures.

e Pupils are encouraged to report any concerns or incidents of cyberbullying to a teacher or
trusted adult.

e The school will respond to incidents in line with the Bi Cinealta procedures.

e Where appropriate, a restorative approach will be used to support pupils in understanding the
impact of their actions and to repair relationships.

Aladdin Frame

The school is currently trialling the use of Aladdin Frame, a secure digital platform designed to
support communication with parents/guardians by sharing photographs and, where appropriate,
videos of school activities and pupils’ learning. Aladdin Frame allows content to be shared through a
secure, school-managed app. Content cannot be downloaded or easily shared outside the platform,
helping to protect pupils’ privacy and digital footprint.

As part of this trial:

e Staff are trialling the use of Aladdin Frame in order to become familiar with its features and
operation.

e During this trial period, staff may use the app to take and securely upload photographs or
recordings of school activities.

e All content will be appropriate, respectful, and in line with the school’s Data Protection and
Child Safeguarding policies.

e The use of Aladdin Frame will be reviewed following the trial, with a view to full
implementation from September.

e Parental permission will be sought in advance of full rollout, and parents/guardians will be
provided with further information before access to the platform is made available.

Misuse of Technology

Failure to comply with this policy or misuse of digital technologies, devices or the internet may result
in disciplinary action in accordance with the school’s Code of Behaviour. This may include the
withdrawal of access to school devices or other appropriate measures.



Where a pupil brings a personal device to school and uses it in breach of this policy, the device may be
confiscated and will be returned only to a parent or guardian.

The school reserves the right to report any suspected illegal activity to the appropriate authorities.

Support Structures

Pupils will learn about internet safety and cyberbullying and will participate in educational programs
such as Webwise and Stay Safe. Information sessions on internet safety will also be offered to parents
and guardians. Staff will engage in ongoing professional development to maintain up-to-date
knowledge of digital safety and online wellbeing.

Legislation

Relevant legislation and guidance includes:

e General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679

e Data Protection Act 2018

¢ Online Safety and Media Regulation Act 2022

e Child Protection Procedures for Primary and Post-Primary Schools (2023)
* Department of Education Bi Cinedlta procedures (2025)

e Copyright and Related Rights Act 2000

Review and Ratification

This policy was updated in 2026 by the Board of Management to address emerging technologies
including artificial intelligence tools and updated expectations regarding staff and pupil device use.

Ratified by the Board of Management:
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Shane Faherty, Chairperson Date 11/05/2026

Date for Review: May 2029



