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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents, Guardians and School Community,

As we move towards the final weeks of another busy and rewarding
school year, | am delighted to share some of the many events,
initiatives and achievements that have taken place across our
school community in recent months.

This newsletter highlights the fantastic work of our pupils, staff,
parents and wider school community, from student leadership and
wellbeing initiatives to curriculum developments, fundraising
efforts and community partnerships. Thank you, as always, for your
continued support, encouragement and involvement in school life.

We hope you enjoy reading about some of the experiences and
opportunities that have made this term such a positive one for our

pupils.
Le meas,

e s

Alan Bedford
Principal
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)7 GREEN SCHOOL COMMITTEE

The Green School Council recently met with Councillor Erika Doyle to discuss a
number of issues affecting the school and wider community. These included cycling
safety around Bray, a drain near the front gate which is allowing water to bypass and
cause excess water in the school yard, and road safety concerns in the immediate
area around the school.

Traffic calming measures around the school have been placed on the agenda, along
with a review of the traffic light timings at the Killarney Road/Boghall Road
crossroads, particularly in relation to pedestrian safety and traffic flow at busy
times.

i i

4 )

In April, members of our Student Council met with the Student Councils from Dalkey
School Project and Monkstown Educate Together in the Lexicon Library, Dun
Laoghaire, to share ideas and discuss local issues affecting young people in our
communities. It was a really positive opportunity to collaborate with other schools
and hear different perspectives.

More recently, the Student Council has been consulting with classes across the
school about ideas for the new multi-purpose surface, which will be fitted over the
June Bank Holiday weekend. Thank you to everyone who shared suggestions and
feedback.

Finally, a huge thank you to everyone who supported our Pyjama Day
fundraiser. Together, we raised an incredible €988.60 for The Gavin Glynn
Foundation.

We were also delighted to welcome John Glynn to the school.



https://www.gavinglynnfoundation.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.gavinglynnfoundation.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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The Board of Management met in May and discussed a range of school
developments, including staffing, enrolment, building works, curriculum changes
and policy updates.

We are looking forward to the installation of the new multi-purpose play surface
over the June Bank Holiday weekend, following consultation with the Student
Council and classes across the school.

The Board also discussed the ongoing rollout of the redeveloped Primary
Curriculum, which will involve phased staff training and planning over the coming
years, including school closure days to support professional learning.
Three updated policies were ratified and will shortly be available on the school
website:

e Acceptable Usage Policy (AUP)

e Positive Attendance Strategy

e Code of Behaviour

The revised AUP includes updated guidance around online safety, Al, personal
devices and the secure sharing of school photographs through Aladdin Frame. As
with most schools, smart watches are not permitted for use during the school
day, as they have many of the same functions as phones. If brought to school,
they must remain switched off in schoolbags throughout the day.

The updated Code of Behaviour reflects our current restorative and relationship-
based approach, alighed with the Bi Cinealta framework. The Positive Attendance
Strategy promotes a supportive approach to attendance and punctuality,
recognising the importance of children arriving settled, connected and ready to
learn each day.

- J
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FROM THE PGA & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A huge thank you to all parents and guardians for your generous support of our
fundraising efforts throughout the year. Your support continues to make a real
difference to the school community and helps us to enhance opportunities and
experiences for all children in Bray School Project.

Thanks to funds raised this year, the school has further developed the sensory
corridor and is currently seeking quotes to have the exterior of the school painted
and refreshed.

The Executive Committee would also like to share that the patronage application
process is continuing to move forward positively and we are close to the end of
the process. If you have any questions or would like further information, please
feel free to contact the Executive Committee at Executive@brayschoolproject.ie.

Thank you again for your ongoing support, generosity and involvement in our
school community.

NEURODIVERSITY & INCLUSION TALKS

Over the past number of weeks, pupils from 2nd to 5th Class took part in
Neurodiversity Awareness talks facilitated by Deirdre Smith (SET Teacher and
Assistant Principal) and Sandra Doody (substitute teacher).

The talks explored ADHD, Autism, Dyslexia, DCD, Dyscalculia, Dysgraphia and
DLD in an age-appropriate, positive and neuroaffirming way, promoting
understanding, inclusion and an appreciation of different ways of learning and
experiencing the world. A huge thank you to Deirdre and Sandra for the care,
thought and expertise they brought to these sessions.

There will also be an informal information and coffee morning for
parents/guardians on Friday 19th June at 9am, where families will have an
opportunity to learn more and ask questions in a relaxed setting.


mailto:Executive@brayschoolproject.ie
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REDEVELOPED PRIMARY CURRICULUM

Over the next number of years, primary
schools across Ireland will begin
implementing the redeveloped Primary
Curriculum. This is a gradual process
which will include new approaches to
learning, teaching and assessment, as
well as updated curriculum areas.

As part of this national rollout, schools
will receive ongoing professional
learning and support from Oide (the
support service for teachers and school
leaders). This training will include a
number of school closure days each
year to allow staff to engage in whole-
school professional development and
planning.

Schools are asked to prioritise
curriculum areas for support over the
coming years. Following discussion at
staff level, Bray School Project NS has
initially requested support in the area of
Language, with a particular focus on
oral language development and spoken
Gaeilge, as part of our continued work
around communication, inclusion and
child-centred learning.

We will continue to keep
parents/guardians updated as this work
develops over the coming years.
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framework/



https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/the-primary-curriculum-framework/
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/the-primary-curriculum-framework/
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/primary/the-primary-curriculum-framework/
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This year, our Second Class pupils have
been taking part in the Roots of Empathy
programme in partnership with
Barnardos. The programme helps children
to develop empathy, emotional
understanding and positive relationships
through observing the growth and
development of a baby during their first
year of life.

Throughout the programme, the children
explored the needs, feelings and abilities
of baby Lexi, learning about emotions,
inclusion and caring for others in a
thoughtful and engaging way.

A huge thank you to Susana Nunez for
facilitating the programme, to baby Lexi
for being such a wonderful teacher, and to
all of our Second Class pupils for being so
welcoming, kind and helpful throughout
the visits.
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ETHICAL EDUCATION
CALENDAR

june 2026 Q@@DON'T MISS THIS!

¥World Day to Combat
Desertification and Drought

Bank Holiday

Jun I

TH
® THU 28 " & FRI

Jun 17 29™ MAY
World Bicycle Day
Jungd World Refugee Day School Closure — Bank Holiday
Weekend

World Environment Day 8T H-12TH U NE
Summer Solstice (Northern . -

Hemisphere) Active Week

Jun 5

World Oceans Day World Humanist Day

(Humanism) ‘ JUNE 18TH
Art Day

World Day Against Child
Labour International Day of the

Jun 12 Tropics ‘ JUNE 19TH

e Neurodiversity Talk/

Coffee Morning

3 WEEK OF 22ND JUNE
Sports Day tbc

TH
® JUNE 24

6th Class Graduation

@® JUNE30™

Last day of term - early
close



